Invention and perfection of different instruments of precision such as the stethoscope, the sphygmomanometer, the electro-cardiograph, the orthocardiograph, etc., have been landmarks in the path of progress of cardiology. Each invention has given an impetus to further study that has led to important contributions to the subject. The phonocardiograph, the most recent of the instruments of precision, provides the means of obtaining a faithful graphic record of heart sounds.
This excellent monograph tells us all about the valuable results that have been obtained with the phonocardiography method of exploration of heart sounds.
The book is divided into three parts: the first being the general introduction and methods of studying the sounds, the second deals with the heart sounds in normal conditions, and the third with the heart sounds in pathological conditions. In the first part, the authors have described the gradual evolution of knowledge of heart sounds; when it was first recognized, how its presence was first denied and how with the advance of knowledge the denial came to be regarded as ' a shameful testament of human stupidityand finally how the art of auscultation of heart sounds was developed bj' the masters like Laennec, Potain, Huchard, Skoda and others. Gradual development of the methods of graphically recording the heart sounds has been described and the subject of heart sounds, its physical and physiological aspects have been discussed in considerable detail. The technical details of phonocardiography have been fully described. The chapters dealing with the normal heart sounds show the result of analysis of heart sounds by the phonocardiograph.
The different components that make up the sounds have been identified and their characteristics fully studied.
The character and mode of causation of the third heart sound and the auricular soiinds have been demonstrated. In the chapter dealing with the heart sounds in pathological conditions, the graphical records of the heart sounds in the different valvular diseases, 
